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SCENARIO-PREPARATION AND SCRIPT 
 

Scenario name: 
 

Self-determination and Respect of the person /  

Vaccination of a child 14 years old  
 

 

 

 

 

Keep confidential from participants in order not to spoil 
their learning experience 

 

 

 

Scenario designer: SimE project group 

Contact info in case of questions: Turku University of Applied Sciences 

Email: teija.franck@turkuamk.fi 
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Scenario name 
 Self-determination and respect of the person / Vaccination of a child 14 years old  

 
Major 
problem: 
Underaged 
patient 
comes to 
the 
vaccination 
without a 
permission 
of her 
parents.  

Learning goals/ Technical 
- Proper administration of a vaccine to the patient 

Learning goals/ Non- technical  
- Patient education 
- Giving information, 

informed consent 
- Patients’ self- 

determination 
- Confidentiality 

 
 

Patient’s 
situation 

It’s Friday afternoon in public health nurse practise at junior high. 
 
Maria Kallio is a 14-year-old girl and she has come to get a Cervarix 
Vaccination (HPV). She didn’t get the vaccination couple of years ago and now she has 
considered it again and comes to the public health nurse practice to get the vaccination. 
 
A couple of weeks ago, the public health nurse has informed of a possibility to take the 
HPV vaccination. Maria has told her mother about the possibility to the vaccination. In 
Maria’s patient record there is a note that the mother has denied the HPV vaccination at 
the sixth grade. 
 
During the public health nurse Maija’s and Maria’s conversation, phone rings.. 
 
 

Staffing Facilitator: Teachers Participants: 
Patient 
Nurse 
Mother on the phone 

Simulator 
Set up/  
Manikin 
preparation 

Simulated patient, young girl 

Room Set 
up 

The public health nurse practise 
 
A phone, so that the public health nurse can choose to call the parent and check the 
situation or if the phone rings she could answer.. 
 
A phone for the mother, calling to the public health nurse  
 
The patient records, with previous appointments and parents contact information.  
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Props 
needed 
 
 

HPV vaccination Cervarix 
Injection tools 
Instructions for HPV vaccination 
Public health nurse uniform 
Patient record 
Phones 

Scenario 
life savers 
 

1) The nurse should discuss with the patient, ensure and carefully record the 
patient’s opinion about the subject. If the patient is able to decide about her own 
affairs, the nurse should give the vaccine to the patient despite the fact that 
mother denies.  

2) If Maria couldn’t make the decision about the HPC vaccination, the public health 
nurse can suggest new appointment for it.. 

 
 

 
Case 
Briefing 
45 min 
(Adapting 
to Gibbs's 
model, 
adding 
Thompson'
s ethical 
decision-
making 
model) 
 

 
● DESCRIPTION (5min) 

o What happened in the simulator? 
o What ethical and moral perspectives came up? / Which values or principles 

were inconsistent? 
● FEELINGS (5min) 

o What kind of feelings did simulation generated? 
o How did the decision-making felt? 

● ASSESSMENT (15min) 
o What were the things that succeeded - why? 
o In which areas could the activity be developed and how would the patient 

benefit from it? 
o What could be possible alternatives to action and to the outcome? 
o What are the likely consequences of the actions? 
o Were there many options for action? 

● ANALYSIS (10 min) 
o What did you learn during the decision-making process? 
o Were everyone's views similar and what could be learned from them? 

● CONCLUSIONS AND ACTION PLAN (10 min) 
o  What else could have done? 
o  What can be learned from the simulation for the next similar situation? 
o How are you going to use things you have just learned? 

 
Narrative 
Description 
of Scenario 
using ISBAR 

 
  You are a public health nurse working in your practice at junior high. 

       You have a patient who is 14 years old and she has come to get a vaccination (HPV).  
 

  
   The patient tells you that she wants to get the vaccine but does not want it to be told to  

        her parents.  
 

  
     You  read the patient records and notice that the patient has had previous appointment in  

       the clinic with her mother. Mother has denied the vaccination.  
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    While you are talking to the patient, you notice that she is able to make her own decisions  
        about the vaccination 
 

    You are prepared to give the vaccination to the patient. 
 
 

 
Roles  
                              

 
    The public health nurse:  

        You are the public health nurse at junior high.  
        Maria 14 years old has a scheduled appointment with the public health nurse. Maria  
        starts to talk about the HPV vaccination.  
        You open Maria’s patient records and read the previous notes of the HPV vaccination. 
        You discuss with Maria about the HPV vaccination and based on that discussion the public  
        health nurse makes the decision whether to give the vaccination or not. 

If Maria couldn’t make the decision about taking the HPV vaccination, you can  
 suggest to her new appointment .. 

 
 
 
 

      The young girl Maria:  
        You are 14 years old Maria. 
        You come to the public health nurse practise to get the HPV vaccination. 
        You behave decorously and demonstrate to understand the meaning of the HPV 

vaccination.  
        You give a reason why you want to have the HPV vaccination. 
        You tell that your mother don’t want her to have the HPV vaccination and you deny the 

public health nurse to tell the mother about the vaccination. 
        Your mother calls during your conversation with the public health nurse, in the case, the 

public health nurse tells the mother that you are at the appointment now, you get 
upset and tell your rights to decide by yourself taking the vaccination.  

 
        The mother:  

             You are Marias’ mother Liisa.  
             You are a single mom and don’t want Maria to have the HPV vaccination. You have 

discussed again about the vaccination with your daughter.. 
             You demonstrate her view with the arguments that the vaccination is new and long-

term injurious effects might appear… 
              You call the public health nurse, in the case, the public health nurse tells to you that 

Maria is at the appointment now, you demand her not to give the HPV vaccination 
and ask Maria to the phone… 

 
Simulation Set Up 
 
Part I: Maria and the public health nurse discuss taking the HPV vaccination, Maria tells that she does not 
want the public health nurse to tell the mother of the vaccination. (The evaluation of the maturity of 
Maria) 
Part II: Suddenly, Maria’s mother calls the public health nurse(Confidentiality) 
Part III: Giving a vaccination. If the case the vaccination is not given, argument for the decision. 
(Self-determination) 
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Pre reading material: 
 
Fisher H, Hickman M, Macleod J & Audrey S. 2018. Adolescent self-consent for vaccinations: protocol for 
a mixed methods systematic review (PDF) 
 
Fisher H, Harding S, Hickman M, Macleod J & Audrey S. 2019. Barriers and enablers to adolescent self-
consent for vaccination: A mixed-methods evidence synthesis (PDF) 
 
HPV vaccination  
 
https://stm.fi/en/hpv-vaccinations 
 
https://ecdc.europa.eu/en/human-papillomavirus/factsheet 
 
National patient law – self-determination 
 
Go through the appropriate method of giving a vaccination if needed. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://stm.fi/en/hpv-vaccinations
https://ecdc.europa.eu/en/human-papillomavirus/factsheet

